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Bowling Green, KY — The Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center (SKYPAC) and its resident companies, Orchestra Kentucky and the Ramsey Theatre Company, are proud to announce the appointment of Joseph L. Trafton, Jr. as their new Music Director.
A Bowling Green native, Trafton attended Warren Central High School before pursuing advanced musical studies and launching an international conducting career that has spanned more than two decades. He now returns home to lead two of the region’s flagship performing arts organizations at a pivotal moment in their continued growth.
Trafton becomes only the second Music Director in Orchestra Kentucky’s history, succeeding founder Jeff Reed, who led the orchestra for 26 years. Reed will continue in his role as President & CEO of SKYPAC, providing ongoing executive leadership for the organization and its resident companies. Trafton’s appointment marks a significant artistic leadership transition while maintaining continuity with the orchestra’s founding vision of artistic excellence and community connection.
Trafton most recently served for eight seasons as Music Director of the Hagen Philharmonic Orchestra and Theater Hagen in Germany, where he provided artistic leadership for a full-scale performing arts center producing symphonic concerts, operas, ballets, and musical theatre. In that role, he oversaw programming, casting, auditions, and community engagement initiatives while conducting major repertoire across genres. His work there earned him a nomination for “Conductor of the Year” in 2025 by Opernwelt Magazine.
A hallmark of Trafton’s artistic leadership has been his commitment to programming that blends musical genres and expands audience access to the orchestra experience. His concerts have intentionally combined classical masterworks with contemporary, popular, and crossover repertoire—an approach designed to create welcoming, audience-friendly performances that resonate with both longtime patrons and first-time attendees. His philosophy reflects a belief that orchestras thrive when they remain artistically excellent while also remaining relevant and accessible to the communities they serve.
Trafton has also studied with some of the most respected figures in the conducting profession. His advanced training includes masterclasses and conducting programs with legendary conductor Bernard Haitink, as well as participation in the Academy Pierre Boulez and the renowned Pierre Monteux School for Conductors, experiences that helped shape his artistic leadership and musical approach.
As Music Director, Trafton will provide artistic leadership for Orchestra Kentucky’s concert programming while also serving as Music Director for the Ramsey Theatre Company, overseeing musical preparation and conducting staged productions. His responsibilities include programming, conducting performances, mentoring musicians and singers, collaborating with directors and production staff, and expanding educational and community outreach initiatives.
Trafton has already begun his work with Orchestra Kentucky, recently conducting the orchestra’s “Carousel” concert on April 25, introducing audiences to his collaborative style and musical leadership. His first official concert as Music Director will be on Saturday, August 22nd with “A Magical Musical & Aerial Extravaganza,” featuring Juilliard-trained violinist and pianist Janice Martin, an internationally recognized performer known for combining virtuosic musicianship with aerial artistry.
“I am excited to have Joe integrate into the community—renewing friendships and making new ones,” said Jeff Reed, President & CEO of SKYPAC and founder of Orchestra Kentucky. “Equally important, Joe’s programming has consistently featured a blending of musical genres that creates engaging, audience-friendly experiences. Our patrons can be confident that Orchestra Kentucky will continue to present the kind of dynamic, accessible concerts they have come to expect.”
Trafton holds a Master of Music degree in Conducting from the Eastman School of Music and a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Theory and Composition from the University of Miami, graduating magna cum laude. He has also participated in advanced conducting programs and masterclasses throughout Europe and the United States, further shaping his artistic leadership and musical vision.
His appointment marks an important new chapter for both Orchestra Kentucky and the Ramsey Theatre Company as they continue to expand programming, strengthen community partnerships, and build on their reputation for delivering high-quality performing arts experiences throughout South Central Kentucky.

ABOUT SKYPAC 
The Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center (SKYPAC) is a premier arts and entertainment venue located in downtown Bowling Green, KY. Home to Ramsey Theatre Company, Orchestra Kentucky, and BG OnStage, SKYPAC presents a diverse lineup of Broadway shows, concerts, educational programs, and original theatrical productions that enrich the cultural life of the region. For more information, visit www.TheSKYPAC.com.  
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